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Chapter Topics:

Estimation•
Confidence Intervals•
Sample Size To Estimate The Mean•

A copy of the Z-table for the normal distribution have been attached at the end of the file for reference.

In addition to this PDF, please download the formula sheet.  This formula sheet is from the previous 
semester.  It is recommended you check the course page for an updated posting on the formula sheet so 
that you can study with the most up to date version in case the one on this website is outdated.
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Estimation

Point Estimator – Estimating an unknown population parameter with a single number.
For example, using the sample mean   as an estimate for the population mean  .

Cons to using a point estimator
-Highly probable the estimate is wrong (       in most cases)
-We can’t tell how close the point estimate is to the actual parameter
-Can’t tell how much it is affected by sample size

-Takes into account sample size
-Gives a range for the population parameter along with a reasonable likelihood that 
the population parameter belongs in that range.

Interval Estimator – Estimating the unknown population parameter using an interval

Unbiased Estimator – Estimator whose expected value is equal to the population 
parameter. In statistics, we want our estimators to be unbiased!

1.

    (sample mean) is an unbiased estimator of  (population mean)

   is an unbiased estimator of   

Consistency – As sample size grows, the sample statistic should be closer to population 
parameter.  Therefore the sampling error should be smaller as sample size grows.

2.

Relative Efficiency – Given two unbiased estimators for a parameter, the estimator with 
the smaller variance is considered to have relative efficiency

3.

The sample mean and sample median are both unbiased estimators for the population 
mean, but the sample mean has less variance so it has relative efficiency.

Properties of good estimators 

Estimation
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Significance Level
 is called the significance level (typical range is  0.5% - 10%)
When a significance level is not specified in a question, we assume            

Confidence Level
   is called the confidence level (typical range is  90-99%)

Confidence Intervals
Estimating Population Mean When Population Standard Deviation/Variance is Known

        
 

  
   

   

LCL – Lower confidence limit         
 

  
     

UCL – Upper confidence limit          
 

  
     

Confidence interval is both numbers written in the following format: (LCL, UCL)

Common Confidence Levels and     Values

Confidence Level 
   

Significance Level
 

       

0.9  (90%) 0.10  (10%) 0.05            

0.95 (95%) 0.05  (5%) 0.025            

0.98 (98%) 0.02  (2%) 0.01           

0.99 (99%) 0.01  (1%) 0.005             

What does a confidence interval mean?

If you were to perform an experiment over and over again by sampling the population and 
selecting the same sample size each time, from all the confidence intervals created,  (   ) 
percent of the intervals would contain the true population mean.   Another way to think of it, the 

estimate is only correct    percent of the time.

The confidence interval DOES NOT mean there is a     ) percent chance that the interval 

contains the population parameter of interest, in this case  .

Confidence Intervals
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Example
A statistics student is assigned a term project to determine how long it takes for students to sell 
their textbooks to other students at the end of a semester.  A sample of 50 people were asked 
how long it took them to sell their book and the average was 16.2 days.  Assuming the 
population standard deviation is 2.4 days, find the following:

A point estimate for the mean amount of time to sell the books1.

A 95% confidence interval for the population mean.  Explain what this interval means.2.

Example
The amount of snow fall in New York City was recorded over a 30 day period during the winter 
season.  The average snow fall was 12cm with the population standard deviation being 1.5cm.  
Estimate the true mean population of the amount of snow fall during the winter season with 90% 
confidence.

Confidence Intervals For True Mean
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Notes on the widths of confidence intervals and their widths.
There are four variables in the confidence interval formula.  We usually want a narrow 
confidence interval instead of a wide interval.  This allows us to have a better idea of what the 
population parameter is   Let’s discuss what happens to the interval as different terms are 
manipulated.

        
 

  
   

   

As mean increases/decreases, nothing happens to the width.

As confidence level increases, width increases
As confidence level decreases, width decreases
Note: Usually we want at least a 95% interval unless otherwise specified.  

As sample size increases, width decreases.
As sample size decreases, width increases.

As standard deviation/variance increases, width increases.
As standard deviation/variance decreases, width decreases.
Note: we can’t control standard deviation variance of a population, it is what it is 

Error of Estimation (Margin of Error)

        
 

  
        

B represents the margin of error, otherwise known as the bound on the error of estimation. 

Recall confidence interval formula:         
 

  
     

B is just the second part of the formula.

Sample Size To Estimate A Population Mean
If we know what we want our margin of error to be (B), we can figure out what sample size to 
use in order to create a confidence interval, as long as we know what confidence level we want 
and what the standard deviation or variance is as well.

   
       

 
      

 

         Note: Always round your sample size up to the nearest whole number!  

Example
A ice cream shop owner wants to determine the 95% confidence interval of the true mean cost 
of an ice cream cone with 2 scoops.  How large should the sample be if he wants to be accurate 
to within $0.05?  Historically, the standard deviation in price has been $0.15.

Confidence Intervals For True Mean
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a. Being biased
b. Being consistent
c. Having relative inefficiency
d. Both B & C are true.

1. Which of the following is a characteristic for a good estimator?

2. If there are two unbiased estimators of a population parameter available, the one that has the 
smallest variance is said to be:

a. an unbiased estimator.
b. relatively consistent
c. relatively efficient.
d. consistent

3. A professor teaches a very large class of students and wants to determine the number of 
students that attend her lecture on a daily basis  She asks a student to count the number of 
students that attend her class each day for the next 5 days.  The student finds the average 
attendance to be 340 students.  The student also provides an interval estimate of between 290 
to 390 students come to class each day.  What is an efficient, unbiased point estimate for the 
number of students that attend class each day?

a. 290
b. 340
c. 390
d. All of these choices.

4. If the confidence level is increased, the confidence interval:

a. widens.
b. narrows.
c. remains the same.
d. None of the above

5. Regarding a 90% confidence interval, which of the following statements is true?

a. By repeatedly drawing samples of the same size from the same population, 90% of the
resulting confidence intervals will include  .
b. There is a 90% probability that the population mean  will lie between the lower
confidence limit (LCL) and the upper confidence limit (UCL).
c. We are 90% confident that our sample mean equals the population mean  
d. None of the above are true
  

a. value of the population standard deviation decreases
b. sample size increases
c. level of confidence decreases
d. All of these choices are true.

6. The width of a confidence interval estimate of the population mean decreases when the:

Multiple Choice
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7. If the confidence interval estimate is determined to be 50.62 to 78.28 when a sample of 50 
observations is used with a population standard deviation  of 2.5, what is the mean of the 
sample?

a.64.45
b.23.52
c.69.62
d. None of the above

a.          

b.          

c.          
d. None of the above

8. A confidence interval of          was developed.  The population standard deviation was 

assumed to be    .  If  was instead     , what would be the new confidence interval?

a. Increase population standard deviation  
b. Increase the sample size  
c. Increase confidence level
d. All of these choices.

9. If a confidence interval is too wide, how can the interval be made smaller?

10. Given a 90% confidence interval for the population mean  is  (512, 620).  If you are 90% 
confident, this means the population mean  would be in the resulting interval 

a. 90% of the time during repeated sampling.
b. 90% of the observations in the population would be in the given interval.
c. 90% of the observations in the sample would be in the given interval.
d. All of these choices.

11. You wish to estimate the total salary paid to professors at public universities.  Data from the 
government was used to gather data on 25 randomly selected professors.  The 90% confidence 
interval for average salary was calculated to be ($78,000, $156,000).  Based on this interval, do 
you believe the actual average salary for professors could be $105,250?

a. Yes, with 95% certainty
b. No, with 90% certainty
c. Yes, for sure.
d. Yes, with 90% certainty

a. 138
b. 139
c. 150
d. None of these choices.

12. You wish to estimate with 95% confidence the mean of a normal population whose standard 
deviation is 3. If you want the maximum error to be within   0.5 units, what should be your 
minimum sample size?

Multiple Choice
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a. 90%
b. 95%
c. 98%
d. 99%?

13. The estimated population mean within    units was calculated to be 65 when using 92 
samples.  What confidence level was used if the population standard deviation is 12.3?

Multiple Choice
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Z Table - Left Side (Negative Z Values)
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Z Table - Right Side (Positive Z Values)
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